REMARKS 



Claims I, 2 and 4-7 wee rejected as being unpatemaWe over rrudell in view of Pinsoo and 
Laskowski et al Reconsideration aad witiidrawai of tfeese rejections are respectfuHy requested, for 
the following reasons. 

Claim 1, as ainended, specifies that there are a plurality of eiemetits arranged in airay, each 
element of the plurality being supported on a cross rail and being rotatabiy moveable relative to the 
other elements in the army. Each elemein includes a support post extended from a first end thereof, 
and each siipport post associates with a corresponding intemally threaded aperture in the cross rail 
upon which the element is supported, such that each of the elements is rotatable. The adjustii^g 
component in tlie form of a fork engages with the e!ei«ents of the array to drive tlie elemetit in 
rotation, upon rotation of the fork. 

The Ti-udeli reference teaches a plurality of elongated elements, and each element is retained 
in place by three threaded members which arc locked m place by rotation of nuts (19), as shown 
below; 



As these element<} aie each locked m place by a hne of thiee bolts (18) fixed to each 
element, it is not possible for the elements of tlie Trudell to be rotated. Indeed, not only are there no 
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means disclosed by which to separate the elements from adjacent elements, but as each element is 
located by three bolts, tiiere is no single center of rotation about which to rotate each eiement. This 
is clearly shown iti figures 3 and 4, which show top and side views of the tool shovm in figures 1 
and 2. 

The drive mechanism disclosed in Laskowski is very ditTerent from tliat disclosed tn the 

present io venrion. In part icular, the means disclosed in this patent tbr adjiisting the height of the tool 
pins includes a server actuator (85) engiigmg with dte bottom end of tool stems (6) and having a 
coUet (76) that is linearly displaceable by the server actuator to dispJace ih& rod members (56) 
which teiminate in flat end surfaces (65): 




The collet { 6) \s u)t« sble s so loti ih-^ ellipUc^l shaped t d p6) in eilipticaily shaped 
iioles (54, 55). lh\^ w quite diHeieni the pieseatK („iamied emhudimeat \s herein, as claimed, a fork 
engages with the element itself, not witit the threaded supped post, and movement of the element is 
achieved by means of the element aitd threaded support post rotating such that the threaded support 
pest moves through the threaded aperture. Thus, the Laskowski reference would provide no 
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guidance to the person of ordmar>' skiM in this art, to somehow modify the lmde!l reference to 
achieve the claimed embodiraerits. 

indeed, even if one were to adapt Trudell in light of Pinson's threaded aperture and threaded 
support posts and Laskowski, the resultant de\'ice would still resemble tliat showu in Trodell, 
wherein the apertures provided in the plate (16) would be threaded and each of the bolts (18) would 
be reengaged by a motor driven collet to drive them up and down. This, however, is not eqirivalem 
to (and in no way teaches or suggests) the presently claimed embodiment invention, as a significant 
featitre of the presently claimed embodiment is that the fork that rotates the elements is engageable 
with die element itself , not witli a threaded support post tliereof (or bolt, as refeiTed to in the Trudeit 
patent), which is a feature tliat is wholly unsuggested by die applied combination of references, 

Accordit^gly, it is snbrnitted that the claims !, 2 and 4-7 are allowable over the applied 
combination of references. Reconsideratjon and wititdrawal of the obviousness rejections applied 
thereto are respectfully requested. 

The Office also rejected claims 3 and 8-14 under USC 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Trudell in view of Pinson and firrther in view of l^askowski and further in view of Glasser. 
Reconsideration and withdrawal of these rejections are respectfully requested. 

As noted above, Trudell in view of Pinson and in view of Laskowski does not render claim 
i impatentabie and claims 3 and 8-14 are also be patentable for the same reasons (and by vittue of 
their dependency upon a claim that is behoved to be allowable). 

Furthermore, claims 8 and 9 include the limitation that the fork comprises a head portion 
wi di spaced tines depending tliereitom, wherein each of the tines includes a first section adjacent to 
tlie head portion having an inwardly facing surface that defines an adjustment area and a second 
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secrion, remote from the head portion, having itiwardiy facing guide surfaces and that the gnide 
surface of the second section of the tines are convex. The applied references, even when combined 
with the Glasser reference, does not teach or suggest such an arrangement and, accordingly, claims 
8 and 9 are believed to be patentable over Trudeli in view of Pinson, I..askowski and Glasser. 

Claim 13 inchides a iiniUation in which tlte tines are recited to be moveable away from the 
element and are capable of being pi voted into engagement with the element. CMm i 4 includes the 
limitation tlial tines are configured to include expandable faces. Neither of these recitations of 
stnjcture is disclosed or suggested in the applied combination of references. Accordingly, tliese 
claims are also believed to be allowable over the applied art. 

Allowable claim 15 has been re-written in independent form as suggested by the Examiner 
and is, tlierefore, also believed to be allowable. 

Applicant believes that tliis application is now in coT>dition for allowance. If any unresolved 
issues i^main, please contact the undersigned attorney of record at the telephone number indicated 
below and whatever is necessary' to resolve such issues will be done at once. 



YOUNG \..\\\ riRM, P.C 
4370 Alpine Rd , Me i06 
Portola\"al!e>.C.\ ^>4028 
Tel.: (650)851-7210 
Fax: (650 > 851-7232 



Respectfully submittedj 



Date: December 1 1 , 2009 



By:. 




Alan VV. Young 
Aitoraey for Applicant 
Registration No, 37,970 
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